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3.6 Beam Lifetime

Beam lifetime in the storage ring is dominated by three beam loss-processes: the quantum
excitation, intra-beam scattering (Touschek effect), and scattering off of residual gas
molecules (elastic and inelastic).   The individual loss mechanisms contribute to the beam
total lifetime according to the relation

inelasticelasticTouschekquantum τττττ
11111 +++=  (3.6.1)

The total beam lifetime τ defines the time when the beam current to reduce by a factor of
H=2.718.

3.6.1 Quantum Lifetime.
As a result of quantum emission and radiation damping, the electron bunches have a 3-
dimensional Gaussian distribution. The far tail of the distribution will be truncated by the
longitudinal or transverse acceptance of the storage ring, leading to beam losses.  The
electron beam lifetime due to the quantum character of synchrotron radiation is given by
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where 2/)/( 2σξ A= , τ  is the damping time;  A is the transverse acceptance of the
beam for the transverse case and the RF acceptance for the longitudinal case, σ - is the rms
emittance for the transverse case and rms energy spread for the longitudinal case. Typically
the physical aperture is much larger than transverse size of the beam. The RF amplitude is
chosen to be high enough to strictly compensate for the energy loss to synchrotron
radiation and providing sufficient energy acceptance for the beam. The range of energy
acceptance for the CANDLE storage is at the level of 2-2.5% with an overvoltage factor of
2.45 for a fully populated with insertion devices.
For an electron beam with a rms emittance of 8.4 nm-rad and a rms energy spread of 0.1%,
the quantum lifetimes of electron beam in all three dimensions are larger than 1038 hours,
or essentially infinite.

3.6.2 Intra-beam Scattering (Touschek lifetime).
The high bunch densities in low emittance electron storage rings lead to an enhanced rate
of elastic collisions between electrons within the bunch. This Coulomb scattering of
charged particles in a stored beam causes an exchange of energies between transverse and
longitudinal motions and is referred to a Touschek effect. When the small transverse
momentum of the particles is transferred into a large longitudinal momentum due to
scattering, the energy change may be large resulting in bunch particle scattered outside the
RF bucket or the momentum aperture of the lattice and be lost. The average Touschek
lifetime is determined by the bunch volume, the bunch current, and the energy acceptance
and is given by
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where syx ,,σ are the bunch average dimensions,  γ is the relativistic factor,RFδ  is the energy

acceptance,Ν  is number of particles per bunch, er  =2.82 10-15 m is the classical electron

radius, c  is the speed of light, )(νD  is the smooth dimensionless function of ν and varies
for CANDLE with a range of 0.2-0.3. For a circulating current of I = 350 mA, the number
of particles per bunch is 9106.5 ⋅=Ν  (0.9 nC) assuming 282 RF buckets of the total 360
are filled. The rest 78 buckets are provide the necessary gap for ion clearing. For an energy
of 3 GeV and a RF energy acceptance of 2.376%, the average Touschek lifetime over the
ring is then about 39 hours.
     For an actual beam, the variation of the beam envelope, i.e. the derivatives of the
horizontal and vertical amplitude functions and dispersion, should be taken into account in
evaluating the particle loss rate variation along the lattice. The formula for the Touschek
lifetime is then modified to
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where the form-factor G  is a function of the amplitude functions, dispersion and energy
acceptance of the ring [1].

Fig. 3.6.1 Touschek lifetime evolution along the lattice for various energy acceptances
(solid line). The dashed lines show the average lifetimes.

Fig. 3.6.1 presents the Touschek lifetime evolution along the magnetic lattice of the storage
ring for different energy acceptance (solid lines). Dashed lines represent the corresponding
lifetimes averaged over the ring.
The simulation results of the Touscheck lifetime averaged over the lattice period for
different energy acceptance of the ring is given in Table 3.6.1.

Table 3.6.1 Average lifetimes.

RFδ (%) Touschτ (hour)

2 21.9
2.5 39.5
3 64.9
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Fig.3.6.2 shows the Touschek lifetime dependence upon the emittance coupling value for
different energy acceptance values. In particular, for a coupling of 2% and energy
acceptance of 2.376% the Touscheck lifetime is at level of 54.15 hours.

            
Fig.3.6.2 Averaged Touschek lifetime vs emittance coupling and energy acceptance.

3.6.3 Residual Gas Scattering.
The interaction between beam particles and residual gas molecules consist of two main
mechanisms: elastic (Rutherford) scattering and inelastic (Bremsstrahlung) scattering.

Elastic scattering. The beam lifetime due to Rutherford elastic scattering for the residual
gas pressure P is given by [2,3]:
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where NA is Avogadro’s number, ( )molKJR ⋅= 314.8  is the universal gas constant,

][ KT $  is the residual gas temperature, my 2.10=β  is the average vertical beta

function, ( ) mradmmgA yy ⋅== 102 2 β  is the vertical acceptance at insertion [4], g  is

the ID gap, n  is the residual gas partial components number,
ipr - partial fraction of the

residual gas components,iZ - atomic number, iN - number of atoms per molecule.
In practical units we get:

[ ] ( )∑ +
⋅⋅

=
n

i
piii

y

y

el
i

rNZZ
mradmmA

m

GeVEKT

nTorrP

h
1

][

][

][][

][
272.0

1
22

β

τ $

 (3.6.6)

If we assume that the residual gas composition to be equivalent to nitrogen gas 2N

( 7,1,1 11
=== Zrn p , 21 =N  and ( ) 491 2

111 ≈≈+ ZZZ ) at KT $273=  then the beam

lifetime is given by [5]
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For nTorrP 1=  pressure in the vacuum chamber, the lifetime due to elastic scattering is

then 4.91=elτ hours. For a residual gas composition of 2%80 H  and CO%20

( 8.0,2,1
111 === prNZ , 2.0,2,7

222 === prNZ ) the lifetime is hoursel 2.329=τ .

The dependences of the elastic scattering lifetimes on the residual gas pressure are given in
Fig. 3.6.3 (residual gas N2) and Fig. 3.6.4 (residual gas 80%H2+20%CO) for different gap
values. The comparison of the results shows that the lifetime depends strongly on the
residual gas composition. Typically the main residual gases in a storage ring are H2 and
CO the lifetime is dominated by CO gas rather than H2 gas in spite of the lower partial
pressure of CO. It is important to increase the ratio of H2 to CO gas to improve the beam
lifetime.

Fig. 3.6.3. Elastic scattering lifetime vs pressure for various gaps. Residual gas N2.

Fig. 3.6.4 Elastic scattering lifetime as a function of pressure for various gap values.
Residual gas composition is 80%H2+20%CO
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Inelastic scattering. Inelastic scattering (Bremsstrahlung) is an effect of deceleration and
photon emission due to beam interaction with the residual gas atoms. The lifetime due to
bremsstrahlung is given by [6]:
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with
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The inelastic scattering lifetime is 233 hours for 80%H2+20%CO gas composition and 55.4
hours for cases of only N2 (or CO) residual gas at P=1 nTorr and T=273K$ . The lifetime
dependence on the pressure for these two different compositions of the residual gas is
given on Fig.3.6.5.

Fig. 3.6.5 Bremsstrahlung lifetime, as a function of pressure and residual gas species.

As indicated in Figure 3.6.5, the dependence of the Bremsstrahlung lifetime on a residual
gas species is similar to the elastic scattering of  beam particles on the residual gas.
The summary of the electron beam lifetimes in CANDLE storage ring is given in Table
3.6.2 based on the conservative approach on the residual gas composition ( N2 ).
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Table 3.6.2   Storage ring electron beam lifetimes.

Electron Beam Energy (GeV) 3
Electron Beam Current (mA) 350
Gap Voltage MV 3.3
Energy Acceptance % 2.376
RMS bunch length (mm) 6.5
Average horizontal beta, m 5.22
Average vertical beta, m 10.56
Coupling   (%) 1
N2 equivalent gas pressure (nTorr) 1.0
Beam lifetimes
  Elastic scattering (hours)
  Inelastic scattering (hours)
  Touschek lifetime (hours)
  Quantum lifetime (hours)

91.4
55.4

 39.5
>1038

  Total lifetime (hours)
            1% coupling
            2% coupling

18.4
21.4

An integrated beam lifetime in storage ring is at the level of 18.4 hours with the 1%
coupling of the horizontal and vertical oscillations.

Reference

1. A.Piwinski. The Touschek Effect in Strong Focusing Storage Rings. DESY 98-179,
Nov. 1998, ISSN 0418-9833, 22p.

2. A.Streun, Beam Lifetime in the SLS Storage Ring, SLS-TME-TA-2001-0191, Dec. 19,
2001.

3. P. Bellomo, et. al., “SPEAR 3 Design Report, Draft”, Stanford Synchrotron Radiation
Laboratory, Stanford CA, Aug. 99.

4. Y.L.Martirosyan, M.I.Ivanyan and V.M.Tsakanov, Insertion Devices for the CANDLE
Light Source, Proc.of the Workshop on "Electron-Photon Interaction in Dense Media",
Nor-Hamberd, Armenia, 2001, Kluwer Academic Publishers, v. 49, 2002, pp.357-364.

5. H.Wiedemann,  Particle Accelerator Physics, I, Springer-Verlag, 1999.
6. Spring-8 Project, Part I, Facility Design, February 1991.


